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Above:  my gift from my children,  how well 

they know me. 

 

The cold has arrived.   Just on case you didn’t 

notice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All printing of the RSL newsletter is courtesy of Josh Bull Member for Sunbury 
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26th June 2019   The first coach tour.   

Will be leaving from the RSL @ 9:30am 

Returning 3.30pm 

 

Visiting the refurbished Military Museum 

Lunch at the RSL 

A visit to the woolen mill 

Kathleen Aitken Outstanding Citizen Award 

 

Presentation night will be on  

FRIDAY 28th JUNE 2019 at the Sunbury Bowling Club 

Riddell Road Sunbury 

The winner of the award will be presented on the night. 

The Kathleen Aitken Outstanding Citizen Award 

Will be presented by Mr Athol Guy. 

So please order your tickets for what is usually a very good night. 

Tickets are now available at $20.00 person from Peter Free 

Light supper provided and drinks at bar prices 
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13/05/2010    The General Meeting 

13 people attended, it was a cold evening, although 

warm in the meeting room. 

We spoke the Ode, which was really nice, and very 

respectful. 

The meeting ran as always smooth, and swift. 

The total raised from the Anzac Appeal was 

$32,109—Phiil said it was good but not the best we 

have done. 

There have been very good feedback about the vig-

il. I have included articles about this “first time” 

event. 

The Sunbury RSL  Sub-Branch has decided to give 

donations to : 

Ward 17— 

Cruise for Kids— 

Legacy— 

Also a donation to ‘The Men’s Shed’ for the crosses 

which were used on Anzac Day. 

$302 was raised from the sales. 

Remy had mounted two RSL badges he acquired while liv-

ing in Hobart Tasmania, around 70 years ago. 

One he found in a house he was moving into , the other he 

picked up, tried to return it, and was told “you can keep 

that”, and that is what he did, 70 years later they have 

come home to a RSL. 

Thanks Remy 
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FEB  R.G. Menzies formally notifies parliament of his party’s change of name from United Australia Party to Liberal  

  Party of Australia. 

MAY  Australian forces land at Taraken’s Borneo 

  V.E. Day (8th) celebrated in Australian Cities 

  Australian forces capture Wewak, New Guinea 

JUNE  Aust.-forces land at Brunei & Labuan Island   

  Aust.-forces land at Sarawak 

JULY  Aust. Forces capture Balikpapan Borneo 

  Atom bomb dropped on Hiroshima  

  Japan surrenders, ending the war in the Pacific. 

SEP  Gen. MacArthur accepts the Japanese surrender on board USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay, with Australian representa

  tive in attendance. 

OCT  General demobilization of troops begin 

DEC  Alcoholics Anonymous established in Australia 

   

Australian causalities in WW2 —33,826 killed 

             180,864 wounded 

Sydney-Hobart Yacht race held for the first time (Winner :Rani) 

National Trust of Australia formed 

 

 

 

   

Carlton defeated South Melbourne 15.13 (103) to 10.15 (75), in front of a crowd of 62,986 people.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carlton_Football_Club
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney_Swans
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From all accounts the very first Sunbury AN-
ZAC Youth Vigil was an outstanding success 
with over 130 young people aged 5 to 25 
standing watch continuously for 12 hours, 
though the night, the cold, the silence. 
They represented their organisations and our 
community with distinction and with honour, 
knowing full well the meaning and purpose of 
why they were there. 
All too often, young people are derided as la-
zy, uncommitted or privileged; I can say with-
out any doubt that I have seen the dedication, 
commitment, humility and hard work that 
should make our entire community proud. 
 
Our vigil, a first of its kind anywhere in Victo-
ria brought together for the very first time 
every uniformed youth organisation in Sun-
bury. 
 
With representatives from: 
1st Sunbury Scouts; 
3rd Sunbury Scouts; 
Sunbury Girl Guides; 
Sunbury SES; 
Sunbury CFA; 
St John Ambulance – Sunbury Division; 
Australian Air League – Sunbury Squadron; 
Wurundjeri Rover Crew; 
Sunbury Venturer Scouts. 
 

This is no mean feat and one that took a lot of 
work, coordination and time. 
 
To take an idea that I had almost 3 years ago, 
to then turn it into a full functioning event is 
not done in isolation or without the support 
of others. 
There are so many people to thank, so many 
who helped make this first Vigil happen. 
To Annette, Heather, Mike, Stephen, Glenn, 
Coby, Will, and Murray the representatives of 
each of our Youth organisations thank you for 
your time, effort and drive to make this hap-
pen for supporting your members, your young 
people. 
Special mention for Harry from the RSL, his 
support and encouragement has been crucial 
to our success. Especially for helping make 
the Vigil that little bit more special with in-
spections from the State President of the RSL 
and the Board representative for our region.  
Finally, the young people, who decided to do 
their bit, who made a Commitment to re-
member, who stood watch and held vigil. 
Remember why we are here, remember why 
ANZAC Day is so important to our community, 
and remember why this vigil captured the 
hearts of so many. 
It’s not about us, it’s about those who came 
before, it’s about the gift they gave us all, to-
morrow. 
Thank you all. 
 
Jarrod Bell 
Convener  
Sunbury ANZAC Youth Vigil 
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 Michael is the membership opfficer in the car club I 

am a member of, his 3 children participated in the 

Anzac Vigil. 

Inaugural Sunbury Anzac Day Vigil 

It was my honour to participate in the overnight vigil 

The idea was proposed to me by the 3rd Sunbury 

Scout Group Leader (Jason Aisbett) 

I then contacted Harry Beckwith who in turn put me 

onto Jarrod Bell, who was already hatching a plan to 

contact all the relevant uniformed youth group lead-

ers in Sunbury. 

Jarrod took the lead as Vigil convieneer, with help 

from the planning committee and Sunbury RSL. 

 

I could not have imagined how much emotion was 

going to be invested into this event. 

I have always been passionate about the Anzac dawn 

services and community marches, but never thought 

I would be part of a special team to organise an event 

of such significance 

The take up of our youth members and leaders was 

overwhelming, youth as young as 6 to youth in their 

20’s. Around 120 youth all told and countless adult 

helpers, all participating with such respect of pur-

pose. 3 of which were my own. I could not have been 

prouder, as a father and leader of our youth. 

 

I arrived at the Sunbury Cenotaph on Anzac Eve at 

17:00 along with Harry, Steve and Jarrod. Followed 

shortly by the other Youth Leaders. The service com-

menced a little after 18:00 with the first Vigil Party 

(holding ground party) and concluded with the Sun-

bury Air League catafalque party at around 06:30. 

 

I then participated in the dawn service with the 3rd 

Sunbury Scout group my wife Maria and 3 kids by my 

side, then off for some breakfast and back for the 

community march, as you can imagine the rest of the 

afternoon was a write off. 

Would I do it all again, hell yes, It has been a truly 

wonderful experience. 

Jonah, Charlie and Grace 

Were honoured to be able to show their respect for 

those men and women who fought for us 

Taking part in the vigil allowed us to further reflect 

on the importance of Anzac Day 

We will remember them, lest we forget 
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There has been a great deal of interest from other 

RSL about our Vigil. 

 

The feeling is there will be many more in Sunbury 

and in other places, not just Victoria. 

The Sunbury RSL sub-branch would like to thank all  

who were involved not just in the vigil, but in all as-

pects of the Anzac services, appeals etc. 
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BLESSED ARE THE CRACKED, FOR THEY LET IN THE LIGHT!  



15 

 



 

16  R.S.L Sunbury Sub Branch 
Stawell Street, Sunbury 
www..sunburyrsl.com.au 

 

Translation: 

“I won’t 

need 

this”. 

Some things 

never change 
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Long Tan Dinner Dance Fr iday 16th Au-
gust 2019 at the Melton Country Club. 

We will be conducting a service for  Vietnam 
Veterans Remembrance day on Saturday the 
17th August 2019 at 10 a.m. at the Memorial 
Precinct on High Street. 

Vietnam Veterans Remembrance Day Sun-
day 18th August 2019. We will be going into 
the Shrine of Remembrance for this day. A bus 
will be provided. Contact your Secretary if 
you wish to attend. More details later. 

Lunch at Galli Restaurant Thursday 17th 
October 2019. 

Melbour ne Cup Day 5th November 2019 at 
the Vietnam Veterans House. $5 entry fee. 

Remembrance Day Monday 11th Novem-
ber 2019 10.30 a.m. at the Memorial precinct 
High Street Melton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Xmas party Sunday 1st December 
2019 

Xmas Dinner Dance Satur day 7th Decem-
ber 2019 at the Melton County Club. 

 

Contact your Secretary or Treasurer to make a 

booking to attend any of these events 
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It is very important the Sunbury 

RSL has up-to-date information 

about you. 
 

There have been several instances where a member has 

been missed from the usual gatherings, but we have been 

unable to contact them because our records are not  

Currant.   

We can often help with transport, company etc. but we have 

to be able to find you. 

 

Please fill in the next page, bring it to the RSL when you 

come, or post it. 

We will be very pleased to hear from you. 
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